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S R NATHAN  - President of the Republic of Singapore

Orchard Road 

Singapore 238823
                                                                                                                   Dębica, 6. 06. 2007.
Dear 

We are a group of students and teachers from the Zespół Szkół nr 2, a secondary school in Dębica, Poland, involved in a European Socrates Comenius project entitled “Never More – the Charter of the Fundamental Rights of the European Union and the Traditions of the Peoples” and dealing with human rights. This school year we have studied the death penalty in detail and have come to the following conclusions:
· no-one, not even the State, has the right to take another person’s life

· according to our religious beliefs, it is wrong to kill

· life imprisonment is a more effective deterrent than the death penalty, because it is a more lasting punishment

· a person cannot be brought back to life if they are found to be innocent after being executed

· it is only possible for a convicted criminal to change their behaviour if they are given the chance to stay alive, even if in prison

We also agree with the ideas expressed at the Third World Congress against the Death Penalty, which took place in Paris from 1st to 3rd February 2007.

Therefore, we respectfully urge you, on humanitarian grounds, to commute all existing death sentences and not to allow any further executions. We also urge you to initiate 
a public and parliamentary debate on the abolition of the death penalty. 

While thanking you for your attention, we remain

Yours sincerely,
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